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i  elected  to  Congress  to  strengthen  their  married  couples  at  a 

November  1996  faith,  and  by  the  number  of  peo-  disadvantage. 

1997.  pie  willing  to  do  that.  About  50  Serious  debate  is 
louse  members  typically  attend  a  under  way  about 
weekly  House  prayer  breakfast,  allowing  faith- 

and  a  dozen  or  so  gather  for  a  based  organiza- 

'resident  of  Thursday  afternoon  Bible  study,  tions  to  participate 

With  still  more  lawmakers  social  services,  su< 

"  “  '  in  a  weekly  lun-  rehabilitation.  "I  t 

cheon  rfor  freshmen  hosted  by  good  idea,"  Blunt  s« 

the  Christian  Foundation,  Blunt  Despite  his  ov 

estimated  that  a  typical  week  mistic  outlook,  B1 
will  see  100  of  the  435  House  enthusiastic  about 
members  taking  part  in  one  or  he  sees.  "A  lot  < 
more  of  these  events.  Washington  do  take 

He  pointed  out  Congress  is  too  seriously,"  he  se 
and  should  be  a  reflection  of  As  for  the  curre 
the  country.  Thus  its  current  in  the  Clinton  adr 
;ged  membership  reflects  America's  Blunt  said,  "I  thinl 
desire  to  get  back  to  "things  right  now  are  tryinj 
that  work'9 —  faith  and  faith-  president  the  ber 
based  organizations.  doubt."  He  termec 

The  most  important  thing 


Blunt  - 
Congress  in 
and  took  office  in 
He  said  serving 
has  required  nim  to  make 
adjustments  from  his  two  pre¬ 
vious  posts  —  pi 
Southwest  Baptist  University  in 
Bolivar,  Mo.,  and  Missouri's  participating 
secretary  of  state. 

The  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess  is  different,  and  he  must 
follow  a  schedule  over  which 
he  has  little  control.  "Then  to 
become  one  vote  out  of  435  is 
certainly  a  change." 

Blunt  pointed  out  he  never 
served  in  the  Missouri  leg: 
ture  and  he  acknowled 
some  frustration  over  being  one 
part  in  a  large  body  as  opposed 
to  being  a  />CEO"  (chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer),  but  this  does  have 
some  advantages. 

"For  the  first  time,  217  others  capital  last  y 
also  have  to  make  a  bad  deci-  emment 
sion  for  something  really  bad  to  remarked,  I 
happen."  Promise  Ke< 

Being  a  freshman  in  Congress  hundreds  of 


rear  was  a  gov- 
action.  Blunt  ■■HHIvpflJH 

but  the  October  HHHBimali - - - — — — 

epers  rally,  where  The  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Umon  (WMl 
:  thousands  of  men  annual  meeting  at  Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson,  ir 
W Strife 'i;  WMU  centennial  celebration.  Theme  interpretations  were 
p  |A/  f~  |j  retired  executive  secretary-treasurer,  Edwina  Robinson. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Patterson  Pl^e  underway 


Paul  D.  Thompson  of  Louisville  receives  die  Good  Shepherd 
award  for  distinguished  service  to  the  Boy  Scouts  organization. 
Only  50  of  these  awards  to  Baptist  scout  leaders  are  given  national¬ 
ly  each  year.  This  was  the  second  one  awarded  to  a  Mississippian. 


ministry 


sissippian 


Douglas  MacAuthur,  Allied  supreme  commander  in  Japan,  reiter¬ 
ated  his  contention  that  the  solution  to  Japanese  problems  "largely 
rests  upon  the  spiritual  reformation  of  the  Japanese  people."  He 
expressed  belief  mat  Christian  influences  "rapidly  are  bearing  fruit." 


Letters 


Look  up  'pastor'  in  the  die-  covered,  to  their  surprise  and  began  to  brew, 
honaiy,  and  you'll  find  a  horror,  that  virtually  no  such  The.,  dgfarfiwarc} 
picture  of  ours  alongside  provisions  had  been  made  by  spiral  picked  up 
the  definition,"  the  Sunday  the  church  for  the  pastor  arid  speed,  apd  be- 
School  director  proudly  report-  his  family.  There  w^s  ho  med-  fore.  ‘‘  lohgr  thik 
ed  —  and  he  wasn't  boasting,  ical  insurance  to  pay,  the  grow-  ojfc mri  V  j  n g, 
according  to  most  of  the  other  ing  hospital  bills,  the  lack  eVahjzeliS  t  ic 
church  members.  ofcoverage  meant  mere  would  body  ofb^lievers 

Descriptions  like  "outstand-  also  be  no  way  to  pay  for  long  was  spent. 

ing  preacner,"  and  "shepherd  of  term  care  and  rehabilitation  . . 

his  flock,"  were  used  weekly  to  services  when  the  time  came.  Such  church 

describe  his  life  and  ministiy.  A  As  their  pastor  sunk  ever  tragedies  are  rel- 
crusader  for  world  missions  deeper  into  the  coma,  church  atively  easy  to 
with  a  passion  for  local  leaders  also  realized  there  was  avoid.  Southern 

■  evangelism,  he  was  a  no  disability  insurance  to  pro-  Baptists  saw  fit 

respected  community  vide  for  his  family.  many  years  ago 

leader  who  exploited  his  The  church  got  by  with  sup-  to  provide  a  sys- 

high  visibility  to  draw  ply  preaching  and  interim  pas-  tern  for  the  peo- 

people  to  the  Lord.  tors,  but  attendance  began  to  pie  who  answer 

Things  could  not  be  slough  off.  The  absence  of  a  God's  call  and 


Editor's 

Notebook 


going  any  better  for  the  full-time  pastor  was  beginning  follow  his  will  at  1 

church:  a  stable  congre-  to  have  its  effect.  The  congrega-  great  personal - l  >j5s 

gation,  burgeoning  Sun-  tion  was  restive.  sacrifice  —  and  Ijli 

day  School  and  disciple-  Then  the  pastor  died,  and  God  has  richly  nil/ 
ship  classes,  and  respect  compounding  that  tragedy  was  blessed  the  r\W 

in  the  community  —  due  the  too-late  realization  that  no  growth  of  that  \ 

largely  to  the  presence  of  life  insurance  had  been  provid-  system  so  his 

a  strong,  God-called  pas-  ed  for  the  pastor  —  tne  sole  people  can  be 

tor  with  a  clear  vision  of  support  for  nis  family.  The  con-  supported  in  these  special  ways, 
his  roles  as  minister,  hus-  gregation  voted  to  allow  the  The  Southern  Baptist 
band,  father,  and  com-  family  to  remain  in  the  parson-  Annuity  Board,  headquartered 
munity  leader.  age  while  the  search  for  a  new  in  Dallas  and  managed  by  peo- 

.  pastor  was  ongoing.  pie  with  a  solid  commitment  to 

No  one  knew  how  long  he  However,  when  the  time  providing  for  the  earthly  needs 
had  been  unconscious  when  came  to  call  the  new  pastor  of  God's  ministers,  has  pro- 
the  church  secretary  found  him  there-  was  still  no  place  for  the  grams  to  fit  the  needs  of 
slumped  over  his  desk.  The  former  pastor's  family  to  go,  so  churches  of  virtually  any  size, 
stroke  was  massive,  the  doctors  the  church  was  forced  to  rent  a  They  want  to  help, 
said,  and  there  was  no  way  to  home  for  the  new  pastor.  The  Annuity  Board  has 

predict  how  long  he  would  be  Because  the  church  was  so  made  it  as  easy  as  possible  to 
m  the  coma.  heavily  invested  in  the  former  find  out  about  its  programs  by 

At  the  hospital,  the  deacon  pastor's  family,  they  could  not  stationing  a  representative  in 
chairman  promised  the  pas-  provide  benefits  for  the  new  pas-  cooperation  with  the 

tor's  devastated  wife  that  he  tor.  The  tragic  cycle  began  anew.  Mississippi  BaptisrCofiv’ehtion 
would  receive  the  best  medical  The  strain  or  supporting  two  Board,  to  help  churches  under¬ 
care  and  all  the  rehabilitation  families  began  to  take  its  toll  on  stand  all  the  programs  that  are 

services  he  would  need,  for  as  the  church  Budget  —  and  on  the  available, 

long  as  he  needed  them.  church  body.  Despite  the  new  Tragedies  in  the  life  of  a 

It  was  only  a  short  time  later  pastor's  best  efforts,  attendance  church  will  occur,  but  surely  it 
that  those  church  leaders  dis-  continued  to  drop  as  dissension  saddens  our  Heavenly  Father  to 
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Southern  Baptists  have  been 

traveling  through  troubled  CjIJJ 

waters  for  some  time.  _ 

In  1995  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board  released  a  W 
study  that  ought  to  lead  us  to 
examine  our  practice  of  baptism.  * 

Records  were  taken  from  the 
previous  years  (1992-93)  where 
1,550  adults  (18  and  older)  who 
had  been  baptized  in  Southern  HH| 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  were 
surveyed.  The  newly  baptized 
participants  in  the  survey  were  asked  why 
they  had  been  baptized. 

Less  than  half  (40.5%)  surveyed  said  that 
they  had  been  baptized  because  they  had 
been  converted.  ^'Rededication"  was  the 
answer  selected  by  40.4%  of  the  respondents. 

If  this  survey  represented  the  150,000 
adults  baptized  in  that  period,  only  60,000 
baptisms  represented  real  conversions  of  the 
lost.  Something  is  wrong. 

These  figures  are  more  alarming  when 
you  consider  that  only  adults  were  polled. 
When  you  take  into  consideration  that  fig¬ 
ures  for  the  same  years  include  more  than 
3,000  baptized  who  were  five  years  old  or 
younger,  the  news  is  even  more  disturbing. 

Ada  to  these  figures  the  fact  that  the  840 
churches  in  the  survey  admitted  to  losing 
contact  with  more  than  one-third  of  those 
whom  they  had  baptized,  and  one  has  to  ask: 
Are  we  just  out  for  numbers  or  just  crazy? 

Baptism  dramatically  portrays  die  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Ovist. 


Three  ingredients  are  essential 
for  this  to  oe  true:  (1)  The  right 
mode  —  plunging  beneath  tne 
water,  (2)  Tne  right  candidate  —  a 

fveviously  unbaptized  believer  in 
esus  Christ  and,  (3)  The  right 
meaning  —  it  is  a  testimony  of 
faith,  symbolizing  the  believer's 
participation  in  Christ's  death, 
burial,  and  resurrection. 

My  heart  breaks  when  I  think 
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losing  souls? 

By  Cary  F.  Worthington ,  pastor 
West  Laurel  Church,  ijiurel 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
Bettye  Coward,  Clinton; 
Vickie  Ford,  Olive  Branch; 
Larry  Garner,  Jackson; 

Bill  Hardin,  Picayune; 

Gary  Richardson,  West  Point; 
Ernest  Sadler,  Pascagoula; 
Debbie  Sills,  secretary. 


_ I  of  the  confusion  and  disillusion- 

ment  of  those  who  have  been 
mistakenly  baptized  and  for  those  who 
witness  any  baptism  other  than  Believer's 
Baptism. 

It  is  tragic  that  in  our  quest  to  pad  our 
numbers  we  have  so  cheapened  its  mean¬ 
ing.  How  ironic  that  some  modem  Baptists 
seem  all  too  willing  to  give  up  this  distinc¬ 
tion  that  our  forefathers  wouldn't  give  up 
despite  the  threat  of  fire  and  sword. 

The  greatest  need  in  the  SBC  today  is  a 
renewal  of  theological  study.  We  are  fast 
heading  to  a  point  where  manipulation  is 
replacing  trust  in  the  sovereignty  of  God. 

I  pray  every  pastor  would  be  moved  to 
deal  honestly,  faithfully,  and  scripturally 
with  all  who  are  entrusted  to  our  care. 

Let  us  give  a  clear  call  instead  of  trou¬ 
bling  the  waters  with  improper  candidates. 

Touch  not  the  Glory!  The  end  never  jus¬ 
tifies  the  means! 


%ev)AN6fcUSN\7  no,  iNt'ee 

*U$T  INTSK£ST€T>  IKl  BAPTISMS  / 
that's  au,  THeV  TO  UP  US 
TO  COUNT.  WHAT  IS  THIS 
E\IAN6€MSM  STUFF  ?* 
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Groundbreaking  held  for  Garaywa's  adult  lodge 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


vo»T,n*4f, 


"The  dream  is  j^cpming  a  lodge  to  facilitate  the  growing 
reality,"  said  Marjean  Patterspn,  dumber  of  meetings  ; 
executive  director  "  of  me  faiences  being  held  at  the  cen- 
Mississippi  Woman's  N^ssionary  tra  By-located  campground . 
Union  (WMU)  and  najoesake.  of  Camp  C 
the  new  facility  that  will  be  has  multiple  cabin-type  hous- 
known  as  Patterson  Place.  ,  •  '  ing  yyith  glared  baths  connect- 
WMU  officials  in'  1996  ecf  by  sidewalks,  which 
unveiled  plans  for  the  adult  deemed  less  than  suitable  for 


j  member  of  Alta  Woods  Church, 
and  con-  Jackson,  provided  special 
music.  A  "trialogue"  that 
m  _  detailed  the  history  of  the  lodge 

garaywa"  currently  was  presented  by  Betty  Malone 

of  Jackson,  chair  of  the  lodge 
advance  gifts  committee; 
was  Sandra  Nash  of  Clinton,  imme¬ 
diate  past  president  of 

. ppi  WMU  and  chair  of 

the  lodge  WMU  committment 
committee;  and  John  McCall  of 
'i  Clinton,  chair  of  the  lodge 
friends  of  missions  committee. 

For  more  information  on 
how  to  become  involved  in  the 
as  a  "won-  construction  and  furnishing  of 
to  WMU's  Patterson  Place,  contact 
win  Mississippi  Mississippi  WMU  at  P.O.  Box 
and  the  world"  to  Jesus.  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

Clinton  Mayor  Rosemary  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or 
Aultman,  a  member  of  First  toll-free  (800)  748-1651. 

Church,  Clinton,  applauded 
WMU  on  their  plans  to  expand 

the  ministry  of  the  popular  camp.  _ 

"We  are  so  happy  that  this 
dream  of  yours  is  about  to 
come  to  fruition,  because  we  ^ 
know  lives  are  changed  here," 

Aultman  said. 

Cindy  Coon,  a  former 
Mississippi  WMU  staffer  and 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


HISTORY  LESSON  —  Participating  in  a  "trialogue"  tracing  the 
history  of  Patterson  Place  during  March  5  groundbreaking  cere¬ 
monies  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  were  (from  left)  Betty  Malone, 
Sandra  Nash,  and  John  McCall  (Photos  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr). 


Ex.  Comm,  okays  three  for  MBCB  posts 
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By  Tim  Nicholas 


By  lu 

MBCB 


Communications  Director 


Tom  Prather  and  Stan  Stanford  were 
elected  to  the  staff  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB)  March 
12 by  the  board's  Executive  Committee. 

Prather,  currently  administrator  at 
Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Academy  in 
Jackson,  will  begin  April  1  in  a  new  posi¬ 
tion.  His  title,  will  be  "Alert  the  World 
Coordinator,"  a  position  assigned  directly 
to  MBCB  executive  director,  BUI  Causey. 

Prather's  responsibilities  will  include: 

•  spiritual  development  among  voca¬ 
tional  groups  such  as  coaches  and  attorneys. 

•  coordination  with  para-church  groups 
such  as  FeUowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 

•  enlisting  a  lay  speaker's  bureau  to 

spread  the  message  of _ 

Mississippi  Baptists. 

Causey  tola  executive 
committee  members  that 
he  likens  Prather's  job  to 
enlistment  of  "a  thou¬ 
sand  men  on  a  thousand 
hills  helping  win  people 
to  Christ." 

He  said  Prather  might, 
for  •  instance,  enlist 
Christian  coaches  around  Prather 

the  state  to  hold  summer 
camps  for  kids.  The  camps  would  offer  ath¬ 
letic  training  and  a  Christian  witness, 
which  student  participants  could  then  take 
back  to  their  respective  schools  in  the  faU. 

Funding  for  me  new  position  wUl  come 
from  interest  earnings  rather  than  direct 
Cooperative  Program  funds,  Causey  said. 

Prather,  an  ordained  minister,  has 
directed  the  private  Jackson  academy  since 
last  May.  Prior  to  that,  he  was  minister  of 
education  and  administration  at  Woodland 
Hills  Church,  Jackson,  from  1995-1997. 

He  held  several  positions  at  Mississippi 
College  in  Clinton  from  1985-1995,  includ¬ 
ing  assistant  to  the  president,  director  of 
financial  aid,  and  liaison  to  Clarke  College. 

Prather  has  also  served  as  dean  of  men  at 
Clarke  College  in  Newton  and  as  minister  of 


March  19, 1998 


VJ 


activities/youth  at  Woodland  Hills  Church. 

He  has  also  been  a  teacher  and  coach  at 
Clinton  Junior  High  School  and  Hillcrest 
Christian  School,  Jackson. 

Prather,  age  48  and  a  native  of  Baldwyn, 
is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  where 
tie  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  business 
administration  and  a  master  of  education 
degree.  He  also  holds  a  Ph.D.  degree  in 
administration  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  in  Oxford. 

Prather  and  his  wife 
Vicki,  have  three  children. 

Stan  Stanford,  26,  joins 
the  board  staff  as 
food  /  guest  services  coor¬ 
dinator  for  Camp 
Garaywa  in  Clinton,  the 
state  Girls  in  Action  (GA) 
campground.  He  will 
supervise  all  food  ser¬ 
vices  and  camp  mainte-  Stanford 

nance  campground, 
which  is  developing  a  new  program  that 
will  include  facilities  for  adult  meetings. 

Stanford  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  in  Hattiesburg 
with  a  degree  in  hotel /restaurant  adminis¬ 
tration.  He  also  earned  a  master  of  reli- 

gous  education  degree  from  New  Orleans 
minary  in  New  Orleans. 

Stanford  goes  to  Garaywa  from  Hea frier 
Tires  and  Products  in  Jackson,  where  he 
sold  to  retailers  from  1996-98.  Earlier  jobs 
included  sales  positions  in  the  tire  and  auto 
industries  and  in  motel  guest  services. 

From  1989-1991,  he  was  church  activi¬ 
ties  minister  at  First  Church,  Yazoo  City.  A 
native  of  Yazoo  City,  Stanford  and  his  wife 
Sheila,  have  one  son. 

Anita  Malley,  formerly  GA  consultant  in 
the  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary 
Union,  has  been  reassigned  to  become 
manager  of  Camp  Garaywa.  Malley  and 
Stanford  replace  Bob  Dent,  who  fipentlv 
resigned  to  assume  a  managerial  j#*  for  a 
Baptist  camp  near  Baytown,  Tex.  * 

The  executive  committee  approved  for 
convention  board  membership  Dohnie  L. 
Stewart,  pastor  of  Sylva  Rena  in  Yalobusha 
Association,  to  replace  Troy  Hurdle,  pastor 


♦ 


of  Camp  Ground  Church 
Yalobusha  Association 
who  resigned  from  the 
convention  board  in 
December . 

Johnny  Walker,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Winona, 
was  chosen  to  replace 
Dan  Robertson  as  vice 
chair  of  the  executive 
committee.  Robertson  Mallev 

recently  resigned  the  pas- 
torate  of  West  Heights 
Church,  Pontotoc,  in  view  of  a  call  to  become 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Natchez,  vacating  his 
position  as  Pontotoc  Association  representa¬ 
tive  on  the  convention  board. 

A  new  Pontotoc  Association  representa¬ 
tive  will  be  nominated  by  the  association  in 
the  near  future  and  submitted  to  the  exec¬ 
utive  committee  for  election. 
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Garaywa  groundbreaking 


Baptists  from  across  Mississippi  braved  heavy  thunderstorms  to  break 
ground  for  Patterson  Place,  the  new  adult  lodge  a  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton. 
The  $1.5  million  facility  is  designed  to  improve  accomodations  for  the  rising 
number  of  adult  meetings  held  at  the  centrally-located  campground.  Please 
see  related  article  on  this  page.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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tensions  don't  disrupt  church's  focus 

..iaJnw  eri  iJIci 


MEMPHIS,  Term.  (BP)  —  Tension  gripped  tent,  but  during  die 
the  dty  of  Memphis  on  a  recent  Saturday  as  storm,  the  tent  collapse 
violence  erupted  during  a  downtown  congregation  crammec 
demonstration  by  the  Ku  Mux  Klan.  in  the  part  of  die  buildi 

Some  people  received  minor  injuries  and  The  crowded  conditio 
windows  were  broken  during  what  began  had  no  dampening  e 
as  a  peaceful  counter-demonstration,  enthusiasm  as  they 
Several  hundred  people  braved  winter  cold  worshipped  Christ, 
to  voice  their  opposition  to  the  white  clapped,  sang,  and 
supremacist  group.  Sadly,  there  were  some  prayed  together, 
in  the  crowd  bent  on  violence,  which  result-  It  is  from  this 
ed  in  several  arrests  and  the  use  of  tear  gas.  same  basement  that 
For  the  casual  observer,  the  next  mom-  the  church  distrib- 
ing  proved  a  stark  contrast  as  Brinkley  uted  emergency  food 
Heights  Church  met  for  worship.  In  a  city  aid  to  more  than 
too  often  marred  by  racial  strife,  this  con-  7,100  people  during  | 
gregation  of  70  worshippers  is  nearly  1997,  which  equated  | 
equally  divided  between  white  and  black.  to  64,000-plus  meals.  I 
The  church,  located  in  a  low-income  Volunteers  gather  1 
neighborhood,  has  no  time  for  ethnic  strug-  weekly  to  sort  cloth-  I 
gles.  As  one  member  shared,  "No  one  here  ing,  assist  with  food  I 
even  thinks  aboyt  all  that."  Several  months  distribution,  do  I 
ago,  their  auditonum  was  condemned  due  to  blood  pressure  I 
structural  failure.  The  obvious  dips  in  the  roof  screenings,  and  offer  I 
reveal  a  building  that  has  seen  better  days.  spiritual  counseling.  I 
According  to  pastor  Tun  Cox,  "The  old  Besides  feeding  I 
building  has  got  to  go.  Plans  are  being  hungry  bodies,  the  I 
made  for  a  new  one.  mis  is  a  new  area  of  church  seeks  to  feed  I 


Performing  arts 
festival  set  for 
March  27-28 


A  Christian  performing  arts 
festival  will  take  place  March 
27-28  at  First  Church, 

Richland,  featuring  training 
and  performing  opportunities 
for  church  drama,  puppetry, 
and  clowning  groups. 

There  will  also  be  training 
in  church  recreation. 

The  festival,  sponsored  by 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board  (MBCB),  is 

open  to  all  denominations. 
The  event  will  offer  creative 
ways  to  present  the  gospel 
message  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Parallel  to  the  festival  will 
be  a  youth  leader  lab  for  min¬ 
isters  of  youth.  Featured 

speaker  is  Barry  St.  Clair  of 
Reach  Out  Ministries  in 
Norcross,  Ga. 

Cost  of  the  festival  is  $20 

Eer  person,  which  includes 
reakfast  and  lunch. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Wes  Pegues  in  the  MBCB 
Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department  at  (601) 
968-3800  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


prayer  list  to  exclude  'Last  Frontier'  workers 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
living  and  working  with  people 
in  areas  of  the  world  that 
restrict  the  gospel  will  not  be 
named  in  public  prayer  lists 
distributed  through  the  denom¬ 
ination's  information  channels. 


"It's  a  very  dangerous  world  people  groups  that  have  been  sensitive,  volatile  places  where 
we  live  in,"  said  Avery  Willis,  kept  from  hearing  about  Jesus  often  hatred  and  violence  can 
senior  vice  president  for  the  Cnnst,  often  by  governments  explode  around  them  or  even 
International  Mission  Board  or  traditional  religions.  against  them  without  wam- 

(IMB)  overseas  operations.  "We  To  prevent  loss  of  life  or  ing,"  he  said. 

ay  for  these  people,  access,  the  board  has  labeled  "Ask  God  to  cover  them  ... 
o  give  their  names  each  missionary  according  to  asking  that  he  may  hide  them 
mger  them  or,  at  least,  the  level  of  security  under  in  the  tabernacle  of  his  presence 
cause  them  to  lose  which  each  one  must  operate.  and  grant  that  they  may  speak 
access  to  the  people  Through  the  years,  countless  the  word  with  increased  confi- 
they  work  with."  missionaries  have  documented  dence  in  him  and  in  its  power 
IMB  officials  fear  miraculous  moves  of  God  that  to  bring  life." 
not  only  for  mis-  occurred  on  their  birthdays.  Also,  he  said,  pray: 
sionaries  and  their  when  people  throughout  the 

families,  but  even  world  were  praying  for  them.  ♦  that  as  they  are  "children 

more  for  believers  "Recognizing  that  this  is  a  of  the  light"  in  a  dark  world, 
whom  missionaries  great  loss  to  missionaries  in  Last  Frontier  missionaries  may 
reach  and  disciple,  these  categories,  we  will  sug-  be  strengthened  as  by  faith 
From  the  stand-  gest  that  these  publications  ask  Jesus  dwells  in  their  inner  per- 
point  of  people  who  their  readers  to  pray,  at  least,  for  son,  and  that  they  may  reflect 
might  not  be  Christ-  'Last  Frontier'  missionaries,"  a  that  light; 
ian  or  might  be  anti-  notice  to  missionaries  said. 

Christian,  if  some-  Those  who  pray  need  to  ♦  that  they  may  be  reminded 

one  knows  you  are  a  spend  more  time  on  this  group  and,  with  deepening  under- 
missionary,  they  because  the  term  "Last  Frontier  standing,  know  the  truth  that  all 
might  persecute  the  missionaries"  could  represent  their  adequacy  stems  from  God; 
national  believer,"  5-10  people  a  day,  Willis  said. 

Willis  said.  People  who  want  to  pray  ♦  that  God  remove  the  blind- 

Missionaries  specifically  for  Last  Frontier  ness  and  deception  that  unbe- 
appointed  to  help  activity  can  access  the  lievers  might  experience  and 
lead  ethnic ^people  CompassionNet  prayer  net-  that  these  missionaries  would 
groups  in  The  Last  work  through  a  link  on  the  speak  the  word  of  life  in  the 
Frontier  to  a  saving  board's  Internet  page  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  and 
knowledge  of  Jesus  (www.imb.org). 

Christ  were  inform-  They  also  may  e-mail  web-  ♦  that  they  be  covered  with 

ed  in  February  of  servant@imb.org  and  ask  for  an  the  full  armor  of  God  and  con- 
the  decision  to  with-  automatic  e-mail  of  the  daily  tinue  until  all  people  have 
hold  their  names  "Today's  Prayer"  listing  of  con-  heard  and  received  the  gospel, 
from  birthday  cems  from  throughout  the 

prayer  lists  sent  for  world.  Last  Frontier  needs  are  Prayers  for  the  Last  Frontier 
publication  through  detailed  on  CompassionNet  should  be  voiced  for  believers, 
die  Baptist  Sunday  and  Today's  Prayer  as  they  too:  that  they  will  be  protected 
School  ^  Board,  come  up.  from  physical  harm  and  when 

Woman  s  Mission-  Southern  Baptists  also  they  are  persecuted  the 
ary  Union,  and  should  pray  in  general  for  Last  strength  of  their  faith  will  give 
North  American  Frontier  missionaries  every  .  a  positive  witness  Willis  said. 


IMB  history  goes  ‘ electronic 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  1*  \ 

War  II  prevented  her  service.  On  the  same 
International  Mission  Board  declining  her  aj 
the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  Maryland,  v 
seas  missions  door  closes  (  . 

She's  been  working  the  ^home  field"  ever  since. 

Her  latest  venture:  Using  a  tape  recorder,  and  sometimes  a  magnifying 
glass,  she  read  aloud  2,671  legal-size  pages  of  the  official  minutes  of  die 
International  Mission  Board.  From  the  gavel's  first  fall  at  the  1845  meeting, 
which  established  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  the  International 
Mission  Board,  to  the  board's  last  trustee  meeting  of  1913,  Falls  worked  almost 
2,000  hours  making  tapes  of  die  hand-written  minutes  for  transcription. 

Board  minutes  nave  been  typed  since  1914.  IMB  personnel  have  entered 
those  minutes  into  the  database. 

The  hard-working  retiree  worked  four  to  five  hours,  one  day  a  week  for 
more  than  eight  years  on  the  project.  "That's  about  as  much  time  per  day  you 
can  give  a  chorelike  this,"  she  said.  "Sometimes  the  handwriting  looked  like 


Helen  Falls  wanted  to  be  a  missionary,  but  World 
day  she  received  a  letter  from  the 
>phcation,  she  also  got  a  letter  from 
mich  read,  '"In  die  event  the  over- 
to  you,  would  you  consider  working  the  home  field?'" 


chickens  had  been  walking  around  in  mud." 

Falls  worked  on  die  project  because  of  her  appreciation  for  missions  histo¬ 
ry.  But  as  a  former  seminary  professor  she  also  saw  the  importance  of  the 
minutes  as  an  educational  tool.  Falls  retired  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  in 
1982  after  37  years  of  service  as  professor  of  missions  and  dean  of  women. 

The  entire  project  was  completed  Feb.  6,  said  IMB  archivist  Edie  Jeter.  The 
minutes  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  for  a  trial  period,  she  added. 

This  is  a  phenomenal  resource  for  Southern  Baptist  missions  professors 
and  students  almost  beyond  compare,"  said  Keith  Eitel,  missions  professor  at 
Southeastern  Semina rv,  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

ThaMyilljnake  Falls  happy,  because  it  points  to  another  reason  she  was 

"So  much  of  my  background  is  missions,  and  I  wanted  to  do  something 
that  will  help  others  have  an  appreciation  of  Southern  Baptist  international 
missions,"  she  said.  "It's  truly  been  a  rewarding  experience,  and  I  believe  I've 
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Mississippian  chosen  to  expand  IMB  system 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  around  the 
Veteran  missions  videographer  were  appoir 
Van  Payne  has  been  selected  to  sionaries  a 
direct  a  major  expansion  of  the  Europe,  Afi 
Baptist  International  Americas  in 
Mission  Board's  overseas  corre-  The  expa 
spondent  system.  vides  for  ] 

A  Mississippi  native,  Payne  and  adds  f 
has  produced  missions  video  videographi 
products  at  the  board  for  20  While  man 


today,  stories  of  how  God's 
spirit  is  moving  and  how  peo¬ 
ple  are  being  brought  to  saving 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

A  1973  graduate  of  William 
Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg, 
Payne  worked  as  a  reporter  and 
editor  for  a  Biloxi  television  sta¬ 
tion  before  accepting  a  mission¬ 
ary  journeyman  assignment 
with  a  Southern  Baptist  com¬ 
munications  center  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya,  in  1975.  He  joined  the 
staff  of  the  International 
Mission  Board  in  1977. 

He  has  produced  documen¬ 
tary  film  and  video  programs 
in  more  than  60  countries.  His 
work  has  been  broadcast  in 
more  than  a  dozen  countries 
and  his  documentary  films  on 
Christians  in  China  and  the 
USSR  have  been  translated  into 
13  languages. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Settlement  reached  in  Louisiana  College  lawsuit 


extended  deadlines,  the  lawsuit  in  an  ecclesiastical  matter, 
of  four  Louisiana  College  pro-  However,  an  Alexandria 
fessors  against  the  "conserva-  judge  declined  that  request, 
tive  resurgency"  group  in  the  saying  the  case  does  not  fall 
state  has  been  settled.  under  the  protection  of  the  First 

The  out-of-court  settlement  Amendment, 
comes  about  20  months  after  That  ruling  was  upheld  by 
the  suit  was  filed.  In  the  suit,  both  a  state  appeals  court  and 
the  four  professors  charged  that  the  state  Supreme  Court, 
letters  distributed  in  1995  by  Those  rulings  cleared  the 
Leon  Hyatt  of  Pineville  and  the  way  for  a  jury  trial  in  the  mat- 
Louisiana  Baptists  Speaking  ter,  and  attorneys  for  the  pro- 
the  Truth  in  Love  group  were  fessors  continued  to  conduct 
defamatory  and  derogatory  depositions  of  several  people 
and  meant  to  harm  their  profes-  involved  with  the  "conserva- 
sional  and  moral  reputations.  tive  resurgency"  group. 

The  four  professors  are  Soon  after  the  Supreme  Court 
Carlton  Winbery,  Fred  ruling  last  spring,  however,  the 
Downing,  James  Heath,  and  possibility  of  an  out-of-court  set- 
Conrue  Douglas.  tlement  began  to  be  discussed 

The  letters  were  part  of  an  by  Louisiana  Baptist  leaders, 
effort  by  the  Louisiana  Baptists:  According  to  released  docu- 

Speaking  the  Truth  in  Love  ments,  attorneys  for  the  profes- 
group  to  call  Louisiana  College  sors  were  approached  by  attor- 
and  the  state  convention  "back  neys  for  Hyatt  and  others  about 
to  its  biblical  and  moral  roots."  that  possibility. 

That  group  organized  in  Late  last  summer,  it 
May  1995  with  adoption  of  a  appeared  the  issue  would  be 
covenant  document  and  four  settled  by  the  time  of  the  fall 

Soals,  two  of  which  were  state  convention, 
irected  at  Louisiana  College.  Details  could  not  be  worked 
Almost  immediately,  the  out,  however.  Later,  it  appeared 
group  began  to  distribute  a  matters  would  be  resolved  in 
packet  of  letters  from  people  the  early  days  of  1998.  Again, 
citing  various  concerns  about  expectations  went  unmet, 
what  they  had  experienced  at  Finally,  an  agreement  was 
Louisiana  College.  reached  with  settlement  forms 

The  letters  cited  a  range  of  being  signed  by  both  sides  of 
past  incidents  at  the  college  and  the  issue  in  February, 
named  several  professors.  Documents  were  delivered 
Details  about  how  to  receive  the  to  the  court  in  ensuing  days  to 

Eacket  were  published  in  the  facilitate  official  settlement. 

ouisiana  Baptists:  Speaking  Terms  of  the  settlement  include: 
the  Truth  in  Love  newsletter.  •  payment  of  $40,000  in 

Although  the  letters  began  attorney  fees  for  the  professors 
to  be  distributed  in  the  summer  from  a  fund  donated  by 
of  1995,  it  was  not  until  June  Louisiana  Baptist  leaders  for 
1996  that  the  four  Louisiana  that  purpose. 

College  professors  filed  suit  Payment  of  attorney  fees  for 
against  Hyatt  and  the  group.  the  defendants  also  was  made 
The  professors  said  tnev  filed  from  the  fund,  although  a  dol- 
the  suit  after  months  of  unsuc-  lai  amount  is  not  listed  in  the 
yyssful  efforts  to  resolve  the  settlement  document, 
issue  through  nun-legal  means.  •  an  apology  letter  from 
Hyatt's  attorney  sought  to  Hyatt  to  each  of  the  professors, 
have  the  suit  dismissed  on  In  the  letter,  Hyatt  concludes: 


PJ}/  and  Lord  and  to  share  that  good 
fc/  news  with  others." 

While  the  magazine  judges  VBS 

materials  for  children,  StarQuesI 
includes  resources  for  all  age  groups  — 
preschool,  children,  youth,  and  aaults 
There  are  also  materials  for  persons  with  spe¬ 
cial  education  needs. 

More  inforniation  about  StarQuest  irs  avail¬ 
able  online  at  www.bssb.com/yourvbs. 


opportunities  in  the  Bible  content  of  the 
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C.  Ferris  Jordan  will  be  honored  NOBTS  faculty.  For  more  informa- 
with  a  reception,  April  7  from  2-4  tion,  contact  Donna  Bowman  at 
p.m.,  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  (501)  282-4455,  ext.  3271,  or  by  e- 
upon  his  retirement  from  the  mail:  pr@nobts.edu. 


William  J.  Murray,  born-again 
Christian  son  of  atheist  Madelyn 
Murray  O'Hair,  will  speak  at 
Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Corinth,  on 
March  22  at  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m. 
Murray  accepted  Christ  at  age  33 
and'  now  travels  the  world  to  warn 
others  of  the  destructiveness  of  life 
without  God.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  287-2864  or  (601)  287-2764. 


Calvary  Church,  Waynesboro, 

will  celebrate  its  50th  anniversary  and 
Founder's  Dav  _ 

on  March  29. 

Theme  for  the 

testix  ites  will  he  J 

"Celebrating  the  I 


Ronny  Robinson,  executive 
director,  Baptist  Children's 
Village,  recently  preached  at 
New  Prospect  Church,  luka. 
The  church  gave  over  $9,382  to 
the  Children's  Village  in  1997. 
Proceeds  from  a  cook  book  put 
together  by  the  church  went  to 
the  Children's  Village.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Doug  Christy, 
pastor;  Deb  Daniel,  cook  book 
editor;  Robinson;  and  Ronny 
Stricklen,  chairman  of  deacons. 


Women  on  Mission  of  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  sponsored  a  chur¬ 
chwide  North  American  Mission  Board  mission  study  on  Feb.  18. 
Church  members  boarded  the  "Pascagoula  Belle"  and  cruised  down 
the  Mississippi  River  to  view  Baptist  work  in  the  areas  of  poverty,  World 
Changers,  literacy,  and  Native  Americans.  The  tour  closed  with  Mark 
Twain  singing  "Ole  Man  River,"  followed  by  a  pralines  and  iced  tea 
reception.  Over  300  people  were  in  attendance.  Rex  Yancey  is  pastor. 


Hebron  Church,  Smithdale,  is  Bala  Chitto  Church,  Magnolia, 

hosting  an  appreciation  day  for  its  will  celebrate  its  125th  anniversary 
pastor  J.  Millard  Purl  and  nis  wife  on  May  31.  The  times  are  10  a.m.  to 
on  March  29.  Purl  has  served  in  the  1:30  p.m.  Other  activities  include  a 
ministry  for  50  years,  twenty  of  covered  dish  meal  in  fellowship  hall 
those  years  as  pastor  of  Hebron  at  noon  and  special  music.  The 
Church.  Activities  include  worship  guest  speaker  will  be  Leroy 
services  at  11  a.m.,  noon  meal  in  fel-  Stringfield  of  Mountain  Home,  Ark. 
lowship  hall,  and  a  reception  from  Dave  Hartson  is  pastor. 

1:30-3  p.m.  Call  (601)  567-2755  for 

more  information.  Center  Terrace  Church,  Canton, 

will  host  Sollie  Smith  in  a  book  sign¬ 
ing  for  "65  Years  In  The  Baptist 
Ministry,"  March  22,  3-5  p.m. 
Refreshments  will  be  provided. 
Smith  will  also  preach  at  the  6  p.m. 
service.  For  more  information  call 
(601)  859-4186. 


World  Mission  Conference  will 
be  held  at  Oral  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
March  22-25.  Services  will  be  held 
on  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.,  and 
7  p.m.  Mon.-Wed.  Missionaries  will 
be  speaking  at  each  service. 


Lottie  Moon 
goal  exceeded 

Springdale  Church,  Ripley, 

exceeded  its  goal  of  $4,100  for 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering.  The  church  gave  a 
final  total  of  $23,535.55. 


ROOM  ADDITIONS  -  NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  •  100%  FINANCING 
SUNR00MS  SUBSTANTIAL  SAVINGS  As  Low  As 

PATIOS -DECKS 
LICENSED 
BONDED 
INSURED 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  of  Mt.  Vernon  Church, 
Newton  Association,  conducted  a  "Women  of  the  Bible"  program  at 
the  church  on  Feb.  7.  Portraying  women  of  the  Bible  were  (back 
row,  from  left)  Ruby  Williams  as  Anna,  Debbie  Pouncey  as  Mary, 
Cindy  Williams  as  Dorcus,  Glenda  Darely  as  Rahab,  Ernestine  James 
as  Martha,  (front  row,  from  left)  Irene  Jones- WMU  president,  Lucille 
McLendon  as  Jacobed,  Sara  Waters  as  Rebecca,  Betty  Jones  as 
Elizabeth,  and  Doris  Thomas  as  Ester.  Steve  Pouncey  is  pastor. 


SENIOR  CITIZENS  EXTRA  DISCOUNT 


Conference  Sites 


Senior  Adult  Celebrations 


SEPT.  7-10 


George  Beverly  Shea 
Willard  Scott 
Art  LJnkletter  ■ 

Jerry  Clower  I 

Kurt  Kaiser 


All  types  of  Baptist  printing 
under  one  roof. 

-  ♦  Letterheads  ♦  Brochures 
♦  Business  Cards  ❖  Newsletters 
and  more  at  wholesale  prices! 


SEPT.  28 -OCT.  1 


[Call  today  tor  more  information 

V  (601)355-5029  J 
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Names  in  the  News 


Staff  Changes 


Revival  Dates 


Keith  Smith  will  be 
ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry 
on  March  22  at  Smyrna  Church, 
Copiah  Association,  where  he  is 
currently  serving  as  pastor.  An 
ordination  council  led  by  John 
McBride,  Copiah  Association 
director  of  missions,  and 
Smith's  father-in-law  Jerome 
McLendon,  pastor  of  Unity 
Church,  Simpson  Association, 
will  assemble  at  2:30  p.m..  An 
ordination  service  and  recep¬ 
tion  will  follow. 


Pamela  Dver,  harpist,  will 
perform  at  Pawn:  .ew  L  lunvii, 

/"  <  7-^r ^ H  Vihtpor;,  Mai\  !  hh  hureietiie 

■**  ■  evening  service  at  6  p.m. 

Arme  Westerfield  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  on  Feb.  26  by  - — - _  .  _ _ 

Trinity  Church,  Pearl.  He  is  available  for  pulpit  supply.  Pictured  v  ^*4 

(from  left)  are  Kenny  Goff,  pastor,  and  Westerfield.  lBH 


Michael  and  Jonathan  Baker, 

sons  of  Becky  and  Bill  Baker, 
pastor  of  West  Ripley  Church, 
Ripley,  were  each  recently  pre¬ 
sented  a  $500  Gerald  C. 
Maurey  Scholarship.  The  broth¬ 
ers  are  both  students  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  (BMC).  The 
scholarships  were  established  in 
memory  of  Sgt.  Gerald  C. 
Mauney  who  was  killed  in  Viet 
Nam  and  who  had  surrendered 
his  life  for  full  time  Christian  ser¬ 
vice  prior  to  enlisting  in  the  war. 
Mauney  was  the  son  of  Juanita 
and  T.  C.  Mauney,  members  of 
Concord  Church,  Booneville. 
The  scholarships  were  present¬ 
ed  at  BMC  recently  by  Robert  E. 
Walker,  pastor  of  Concord 
Church.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Hal  Fisher,  BMC  president; 
Walker;  Michael  Baker; 
Jonathan  Baker;  Juanita 
Mauney;  and  T.  C.  Mauney. 


Williamsville  Church,  Attala  Association,  recently  ordained  Jamie 
Moore  (second  from  left)  to  the  gospel  ministry.  Moore  is  currently 
serving  as  pastor  of  West  Church,  Holmes  Association.  Pictured  with 
Moore  are  (from  left)  Stanley  Ellis,  deacon  chairman  at  West  Church; 
Jamie  Moore,  Allen  Simpson,  pastor,  Williamsville  Church;  and 
Davis  Thompson,  deacon  chairman  at  Williamsville  Church. 


Fredonia  Church,  New  Albany,  recently  held  deacon  ordination 
services  for  Lanny  Burchfield.  He  is  pictured  with  his  uncle  Earl 
Burchfield  (right),  who  has  been  a  deacon  of  Fredonia  Church  for  36 
years.  Joe  Herndon  is  pastor. 


W.  Franklin  Lay  has  been 
called  as  pastor  of  Springfield 
Church,  Scott  Association.  For  13 
years,  the  Lays  were  Southern 
Baptist  International  Mission 
Board  missionaries  to  Costa  Rica, 
where  he  pastored  International 
Baptist  Church.  Lay  and  his  wife 
Margaret  also  taught  at  the  Costa 
Rica  Theological  Seminary  and 
were  involved  in  church  planting. 


if  and  the  World  to  Jesus 


Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  MS 
April  17-18, 1998 


Awards  Banquet 

Friday  April  17 
7:00-9:00  p.m. 


Workshops 

Saturday  April  18 
8:00  A.M.  -  3:15  p.m. 


New  Zion,  Crystal  Springs:  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  John 
March  20-22;  services,  Friday  Foies,  Maben,  evangelist;  Sandra 
and  Saturday,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  Williams,  Blythe  Creek  Church, 
11  a.m.  ana  7  p.m.;  Norris  music;  Danny  Irvin,  pastor. 
Curry,  Natchez,  evangelist;  Pat 

Bufkin,  interim  pastor.  Calvary,  Durant:  March  22- 

25;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Sun.-Wed., 
Blythe  Creek,  Mathiston:  7  p.m.;  Willie  Bishop,  pastor 
March  22-25;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  will  bring  messages;  Gary  and 
lunch  in  fellowship  hall,  and  Gale  Sheppard,  music. 


Glenn  McEowen 
Emerging  Technology 
for  the  Local  Church 


Ron  Harris 

Awards  Banquet 
Speaker 

Producing  a 
Worship  Service 


Steve  Guidry  Ken  Sims 
Shooting  and  Editing  with 
the  Single  Camera 


Mississippi  Home  Educators  Association 

l -  \  TWELFTH  ANNUAL 

WJ  SPRING  CONFERENCE 


Ri  (./sTiMnoN  deadline  is  April  8  j 
Cost  of  $25  per  person  is  for  Fri.&  Safj 
Includes  all  meals  and  conference 
materials.  For  churches  bringing  four 
or  more,  cost  is  $20.  Advanced  regis¬ 
tration  must  be  made.  Make  check 
payable  to  MBCB  and  mail  to: 

Farrell  Blankenship,  MB1B, 

PO  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  392054530 


t  \  l  CURRICULUM  FAIR 

lluj  Friday  &  Saturday,  April  3-4, 1998 

Mississippi  College  -  Clinton,  Mississippi 

□Workshops  □Curriculum  Suppliers  □Children's  Conference  □Youth  Track 
For  more  information  &  cost:  601-833-9110  or  601-636-0472  or  www.mhea.org 
Please  mention  The  Baptist  Record  when  you  call. 

*MHEA  is  a  Christian  Ministry  Assisting  Mississippi  Home  Educating  Families.* 


;  Wayne  Pierce 

Program  Production 
(Other  than  Worship) 

Producing  Outreach 
Videos  and  Spots 


David  Edmonds  Tony  Brooks 
Basic  Audio  in 
the  Church 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 

subject  to  editing. 

- 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


SEEKING  STAFFER  INFO 

Editor: 

Van  Winkle  Baptist  Church 
will  be  celebrating  60  years  of 
ministry  on  May  16-1/.  There 
are  certain  former  staff  members 
whom  we  have  not  been  able  to 
locate.  If  anyone  has  information 
on  any  of  the  following  names, 
please  call  our  church  office  at 
(601)  922-3513: 

Bill  Lowe,  John  Gilbert,  Frank 
Lawton,  Eddie  Hebert,  Glen 
Parker,  Janice  Chambers 
Hughes,  Meredith  Fox,  and  Clay 
Moss. 

Also,  we  are  in  need  of  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  our  first  pastor,  E.  J. 
Blackford.  He  served  at  Van 
Winkle  from  1938  until  1940  and 
is  now  deceased. 

Please  let  us  know  if  anyone 
has  information  regarding  his 
family  and  how  we  may  obtain 
a  picture  of  him. 

Melissa  B.  Lewis 

Jackson 


SIMPLE  COMMENTARIES 
Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  Michael 
Packard's  letter  in  the  issue  of 
February  26.  He  made  a  point 
that  I  had  not  thought  of  seri¬ 
ously. 

My  thought  when  I  read 
Carl  White's  January  1,  1998, 
article  was  that  the  six  works 
he  referred  to  are  simply  com¬ 
mentaries  on  the  Bible  written 
by  leaders  we  recognize. 

I  need  all  the  help  I  can  get 
in  understanding  my  Bible. 

Bruce  M.  Jones 

Columbus 


HISTORY  HELP  NEEDED 

Editor: 

Bethel  Baptist  Church, 
Oxberry,  will  be  having  their 
125th  anniversary  on  Memorial 
Day,  May  24. 1998.  Services  will 
begin  at  11  a.m.  We  are  trying  to 
compile  a  history  book  of  the 
church.  If  you  have  any  infor¬ 
mation  you  would  like  to  put  in 
this  book  such  as  old  photos 
and  things  that  happened  that 
were  funny,  sad,  etc.,  please 
send  that  information  to  Susan 
Mansfield,  1069  Hwy  35  North, 
Holcomb,  MS  38940.  All  photos 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting, 
fs. folding  doors, 
C.nurcn  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


will  be  duplicated  and  returned. 

The  anniversary  activities 
will  begin  at  2  p.m.  on  Sunday. 
If  you  are  a  former  pastor, 
teacher,  music  director,  piano 
player,  etc.,  and  would  luce  to 
participate  in  the  anniversary 
celebration,  please  contact  Rev. 
William  McDaniel,  465 
Country  Lane,  Holcomb,  MS 
38940,  or  call  (601)226-3693. 

Also  at  Bethel  Church  on 
March  29  at  2-4  p.m.,  the  family 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  B. 
McDaniel  request  your  pres¬ 
ence  at  the  celebration  of  their 
50th  wedding  anniversary. 
Susan  Mansfield 
Holcomb 


TRUST  —  THE  TRUE  ISSUE 
Editor: 

I  believe  Mississippi  Baptists 
had  a  large  part  in  helping 
change  the  direction  of  the  SBC 

We  did  that  by  attending  the 
SBC,  listening  to  those  who 
aspired  to  lead  us,  choosing 
between  those  who  preached 
different  philosophies,  and  vot¬ 
ing  the  convictions  of  our  hearts. 

No  real  change  was  needed 
in  Mississippi,  yet  leaders  who 
felt  threatened  by  the  conserva¬ 
tive  movement  in  the  SBC  led 
us  to  make  great  changes  — 
changes  that  affect  basic  con¬ 
cepts  of  truth  and  right. 

There  has  been  a  lack  of  ade¬ 
quate,  honest,  and  open  debate 
over  the  real  issues,  and  disre¬ 
gard  and  violation  of  our  rules 
in  doing  our  business. 

Also,  trust  —  the  true  issue 
between  the  trustees  of 


Plainway,  Laurel:  April  5; 

services,  11  a.m;  coverea  dish, 
noon,  in  fellowship  hall;  Jim 
Bryant,  guest  speaker;  Randy 
McLeod,  special  music;  Kent 
Megehee,  pastor. 

Trinity,  Pearl:  March  29;  11 
a.m.;  covered  dish  in  fellow¬ 
ship  hall;  special  music;  Larry 
Russell,  guest  speaker;  Kenny 
Goff,  pastor. 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


■T, 

The  Baptist  Ricord - 


Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

Sin ct  1953 


Mississippi  College  (MC)  and 
tire  convention  —  was  aban¬ 
doned  in  order  to  keep  the  col¬ 
lege  in  our  convention. 

We  should  all  be  ashamed 
that  we  allowed  MC  trustees  to 
blackmail  the  convention  into 
breaking  the  rules  —  a  violation 
of  the  law. 

It's  not  too  late  to  do  what  is 
right  —  all  that  is  needed  is  that 
we  vote  "no"  to  proposed  con¬ 
stitutional  changes  and  instruct 
our  leaders  to  abide  by  the  law, 
no  matter  the  cost. 

Ask  yourself,  why  should 
this  great  convention  give  its 
name,  its  principles,  and  its 
money  to  trustees  of  institu¬ 
tions  without  holding  them 
accountable  to  direct  those 
institutions  according  to  con¬ 
vention  beliefs  and  principles? 

Why  should  we  give  up  the 
right  to  replace  any  and  all 
trustees  who  do  not  explicitly 
carry  out  as  a  matter  of  trust  the 
wishes  of  this  convention? 

Bobby  T.  Hood 

Richton 


THANKS  FOR  ASSISTANCE 

Editor: 

A  couple  of  months  ago,  we 
requested  help  in  locating  the 
1975  edition  of  The  Baptist 
Hymnal.  We  did  so  with  the 
help  of  The  Baptist  Record  to 
see  if  there  were  any  churches 
who  might  have  some  they  no 
longer  needed.  The  response 
has  just  been  overwhelming! 
We  nave  received  calls  from 
Colorado  to  South  Carolina 
from  churches  who  have 
offered  to  donate  these  hym¬ 
nals  to  us,  and  we  were  able  to 
locate  what  we  needed. 

We  would  just  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  The 
Baptist  Record  for  their  help 
ana  to  all  those  who  have  taken 
the  time  to  call  us  long  distance 
to  help  in  our  effort.  It  is  so 
refreshing  to  see  that  God's  peo¬ 
ple  are  there  in  time  of  need  and 
to  go  out  of  their  way  to  help. 
Charles  Stephenson,  pastor 
Ridgecrest  Church 
Corinth 


IT  COULD  BE  PRICELESS. 


Every  Southern  Baptist  church  is  different  —  including 
yours.  The  only  way  to  truly  know  if  you’re  getting  the 
best  insurance  value  is  an  on-site  analysis  by  someone 
specializing  in  church  Insurance.  Church  Mutual  has 
specialized  in  insuring  churches  for  over  100  years. 
Today,  we  protect  more  churches  than  any  other 
insurance  company  in  America.  .And  we  offer  an 
on-site  insurance  analy  sis  of  your  church  absolutely 
free.  Find  out  if  you're  getting  the  best  -  i 

insurance  for  vour  money  .  (.hUTCh 

Cali ( '.hutch  Mntn.il;  1  he  Specialist  MuttlSl/ 
800-554-2642  -  . 

C IWS  ClMdi  Mutual 


♦ 
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Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


RICHMOND  (BP)  —  Fifty 
English  teachers  are  needed  this 
summer  to  teach  middle  school 
instructors  throughout  China. 
The  eight-week  program  is 
sponsored  by  the  Volunteers  in 
Missions  department  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  In^mational 
Mission  Board  (IMB). 

"IMB  will  be  cooperating 
with  a  highly  experienced  and 
reputable  English-as-a- 
Second-Language  organiza¬ 
tion  in  deploying  capable 
teachers  throughout  China," 
said  Bob  McEachern,  IMB 
associate  director  for  the  Asia 
and  Pacific  volunteer  section. 

Interested  persons  should 
call  the  International  Mission 
Board  at  (800)  999-3113,  then 
press  eight  when  prompted. 


Gambling  broke  up  our  home 
ny  years  ago.  My  adult  daughter 


1 ears  ago.  My  adult  daughter 
recently  got  Her  employer  to  relocate 
a  company  conference  planned  for  a 
casino.  I  am  very  proud  of  her. 
People  can  come  out  of  a  bad  experi¬ 
ence  and  make  a  difference. 

What  a  wonderful  testimony! 
Isn't  it  great  that  beauty  can  be 
bom  of  such  pain,  and  that  new 
growth  can  spring  from  the 
ashes  of  devastation?  The  area 
around  the  Mount  St.  Helens 
volcano  eruption  was  compete- 
ly  devastated,  but  is  now  some 
of  the  most  fertile  land  in  the 
world.  Likewise,  what  we 
believe  to  be  the  most  devastat¬ 
ing  circumstances  of  our  lives 


often  turn  into  growth  experi¬ 
ences.  We  don't  Eke  pain,  but  it 
can  help  strengthen  us  into  the 
men  and  women  God  wants  us 
to  be.  If  only  we  will  take  the 
risk  and  make  a  stand.... 


I  read  about  the  mother  who  had 
enouglt  of  her  son's  disobedience 
and  fired  off  a  shot  at  him  in  his 
school.  I  can  relate,  so  which  would 
be  more  effective:  my  semiautomatic 
or  my  fully  automatic  firearm? 


I  begin  with  the  assumption 
you  are  joking,  but  as  a  parent  I 
can  understand  there  are  times 
when  we  wish  we  could  get  our 
children's  attention.  Obviously, 


taking  such  extreme  measures 
to  accomplish  that  end  is  not 
appropriate.  A  better  way  is  to 
establish  consistent  boundaries 
and  set  consequences  for  step¬ 
ping  over  those  boundaries.  If 
your  son  neglects  assigned 
responsibilities  —  say,  taking 
out  the  trash  —  there  should  be 
easily  recognized  consequences, 
such  as  a  loss  of  TV  time,  tele¬ 
phone  privileges,  automobile 
use,  etc.  React  calmly  and  be 
creative  in  disciplining  him  for 
infractions.  Lock  up  the  guns, 
learn  to  be  proactive,  and  let 
him  know  you  love  him  uncon¬ 
ditionally  even  when  discipline 
is  necessary. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 
Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Baptist  College  News 


William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  was  selected  for  an  edu¬ 
cation  partnership  by  Microsoft 
Corporation  recently.  The  grant, 
valued  at  $30,000,  will  signifi¬ 
cantly  improve  Carey's  capabil¬ 
ities  m  the  area  of  teacher  edu¬ 
cation  by  allowing  education 
majors  access  to  the  newest  soft¬ 
ware  programs.  "The  school  of 


over  the  past  four  years,"  said 
William  Hetrick,  dean  of  educa- 


William  Hetrick,  dean  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  psychology.  WCC  was 
one  of  only  three  Mississippi 
institutions  of  higher  learning 
chosen  for  this  distinction. 


opportunities  for  technology  in 
methods  and  materials  classes 


MS  Positions  Available 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  Paul  truitt 
Memorial  Church  (Rankin)  is  search¬ 
ing  for  part-time  Minister  of  Music. 
Send  resume  to  Search  Committee, 
3705  Old  Brandon  Road,  Pearl,  MS 
39208  or  call  (601 )  939-2975. 
YOUTH  MINISTER:  Part-time, 
Tupelo  area.  Send  resume  to:  Youth 
Minister  Search  Committee,  ,4662 
West  Main  St.,  Tupelo,  MS  38801 . 


Carey  Dinner  Theatre  at 
William  Carey  College  will 
hold  open  auditions  tor  per¬ 
formers  and  conduct  inter¬ 
views  for  staff  members  on 
March  21.  The  procedure  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  in  the  O.  L. 
Quave  Theatre  on  campus.  The 
only  requirement  for  audition¬ 
ing  or  applying  for  a  staff  posi¬ 
tion  is  nigh  school  graduation 
or  its  equivalent  by  May  26,  the 
day  rehearsals  begin.  Each 
member  of  the  company,  per¬ 
formers  and  staff,  is  paid.  For 
additional  information  write  to 
Carey  Dinner  Theatre,  William 
Carey  College,  498  Tuscan 
Avenue,  Hattiesburg  MS  39401- 
5499  or  call  (601)  582-6218. 


l 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

E:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advenisi 
jde  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  O 
en  ads  accepted. 


SINGERS!!  FREE  INFO!! 
How  to  sing  notes  Correctly! 

Recording:  800-484-8280  #2783. 
STEVE  WALKER,  MUSIC  EVANGELIST, 
available  for  revivals  and  solo  concerts. 
Dates  still  open  for  1998.  Write 
1186  Simpson  Hwy.  28W,  Pinola,  MS 
39149  or  call  (601)  847-4375. 

R&D  SOUND:  New  and  used  sound 
and  lighting  equipment.  Installation 
and  repair.  1-800-840-4090 . 
REVIVAL  PREP  MANUAL:  A  test¬ 
ed,  tried,  &  proven  manual  (162 
pgs.,  cost  $20  includes  postage). 
Works  for  all  churches.  Call  Dr. 
Forest  Sheffield,  Harrisburg, 
Baptist  Church,  Tupelo  (601) 

842-6917. _ 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  puL 
pit/  judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR¬ 
PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 

Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. _ 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 
1-800-830-0583. 


SAXOPHONE  LESSONS:  Beginners 
and  up.  Metro  Jackson  area  teacher. 
$10  for  30  min.;  $18  an  hour.  Call 
Rick  Sills,  601-924-2096. 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and 
church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  lim¬ 
ited  free  miles/7  to  1 5-seat.  Occasionally 
for  sale:  quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck 
Rental,  Jackson  (601 )  948-3391 .  Since  1965. 
GLORIETA  CONFERENCE  CENTER. 
Stay  with  family;  spring,  summer,  fall,  or 
winter.  Cali,  1-800-797-4222  to  make 
reservations  or  for  information. 

NOTCH  ESTATES-BRANSON,  MO. 
Condo  near  Silver  Dollar  City.  2BR, 
2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights,  4th  free;  or 
4  nights,  5th  free.  Free  continental 
breakfast.  $105  daily.  All  visitors  eligi¬ 
ble  for  drawing  to  receive  free  4  day 
return  trip.  Call  (601)  746-4632. 
YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball- 
games!  Other  functions!  Curry 
Creek  Outdoors.  (601)  722-9000. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 


Seventeen  William  Carey  College  students  participated  in  a  mission  trip  to  the  Cayman  Islands 

recently.  Members  of  the  Chorale,  the  principal  choral  organization  of  the  college,  joined  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Grand  Cayman  and  Randy  Von  Kanel,  pastor,  who  hosted  the  mission. 

Students  stayed  in  the  homes  of  church  members  and  sang  in  area  churches  and  schools.  The 
Chorale  is  under  the  direction  of  Milfred  Valentine. 

Members  of  the  choir  (pictured,  front  row,  from  left)  are  Stephanie  Hanberry  of  Sumrall,  Jennifer 
West  of  Laurel,  Traci  Woods  of  Columbus,  Kelly  Hennington  of  Petal,  Melody  Hanberry  of  Sumrall; 
(middle  row)  Wendy  Brown  of  Laurel,  Rita  Wilson  of  Seminary,  Alison  Purvis  of  Petal,  Amy  Cline  of 
Amory,  Barbie  Jones  of  Greenville,  Tabitha  Beard  of  Mobile,  Ala.;  (back  row)  Buddy  Murphy  of 
Hattiesburg,  Alan  Fleming  of  Stonewall,  Marvin  Miller  of  Poplarville,  Scott  Bourne  of  Hattiesburg, 
David  Hennington  of  Petal,  and  Eric  Smith  of  Lucedale. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 


□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 


Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  — 
High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc. 
(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+) 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 

Low  Rates! 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50% 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
.  Marketing  y  t|J 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS 39047 

1-800-463-4348 


on  prescription 

drugs!  □  Medicare  Supplement  under 

age  65 


March  19, 1998 


♦ 


-The  Baptist  Record 


Martha  does  not  ask  for  any  spe¬ 
cific  ministry  from  Jesus.  She 
does  not  ask  for  her  brother  back 


Explore  the  Bible 

The  resurrection  and  the  life 

John  1121-27,  33-35,  39, 43-44 


By  Harold  W.  Simmons _ 

Before  a  feature  movie  on 
television,  we  are  usually 
allowed  to  see  some  scenes  that 
will  follow  during  the  movie.  A 
preview  is  to  whet  our  appetite 
for  more  of  the  movie.  In  me  fea¬ 
tured  section  of  the  scripture  for 
this  week,  we  are  allowed  to  pre¬ 
view  the  resurrection  of  Jesus. 

Continuing  faith  (1121-22). 
We  are  allowed  to  hear  a  conver¬ 
sation  from  the  first  century  that 
most  pastors  hear  when  they 
minister  to  grieving  families.  "If 
you  had  been  here,  sounds  very 
much  like  "If  I  had  only." 

In  the  grieving  process,  very 
often,  people  try  to  place  blame 
for  the  death  of  a  loved  one  or 


friend.  I  believe  that  is 
what  was  communi¬ 
cated  here.  Simmons 

Then,  in  the  same 
breath,  Martha  showed  her  faith 
in  Jesus.  She  demonstrated  the 
ambivalence  of  a  grieving  per¬ 
son,  but  Martha  confessed  to 
Jesus  that  she  knew  whatever 
Jesus  asked,  the  Father  would  do. 

It  should  be  noted  that 


nor  does  she  ask  for  the  ministry 
of  comfort  to  her  family  ana 
friends.  She  continued  to  trust 
Jesus  to  know  what  to  ask  and 
that  the  Father  will  hear  him. 

Lord  over  life  and  death  (11: 
23-27).  Jesus  made  an  unbeliev¬ 


able  statement  to  Martha 
that  her  brother  would 
rise  again. 

Martha  heard  and 
responded  out  of  her 
training  that  her  brother 
wouldnave  a  resurrection 
in  the  last  day.  Martha  did 
not  hear  tire  immediacy  of 
ns  Jesus  statement. 

Jesus  used  the  present 
tense  when  he  said,  '1  am  the  res¬ 
urrection  and  the  life."  The  action 
of  the  verb  is  immediate  and 
continuing  as  though  he  had 
said  1  am  now  and  will  continue 
to  be  tire  resurrection  and  the 
life.”  The  statement  is  reflective 
to  the  statement  God  made  to 
Moses  at  the  burning  bush.  God 
identified  Himself  as  ’1  am." 

Jesus  could  make  this  asser¬ 
tion  because  he  is  the  Lord  of 
life  and  resurrection  and  noth¬ 
ing  can  or  will  change  that  fact. 
Death  will  try  to  hold  him  but 
can  not  because  he  is  Lord  of 
life  and  death.  Martha  con- 


Family  Bible  Series 

Hopeful  appeal 

Mark  521-24 


By  Grace  Graham _ 

In  a  desperate  circumstance 
where  do  you  turn?  Many 
times  one  does  not  know  where 
to  turn.  Mark  tells  how  a  syna¬ 
gogue  ruler  turned  to  Jesus  for 
help  when  his  daughter  lay 
dying  thus  emphasizing  Jesus' 
power  over  disease  and  death. 


He  went  with  Jarius! 

Jesus  will  go  with  you 
when  you  turn  to  him 
in  a  difficult  situation.  Graham 
A  "hopeless"  situa¬ 
tion  (5:35-36).  There  was  a  great 
crowd.  This  group  was  pressing 
Jesus  on  eveiy  side.  It  would 
have  been  difficult  for  him  to 
hurry  away  to  the  girl.  Before 


A  synagogue  ruler  was  a  very  he  could  get  through  the  crowd, 
prominent  person.  His  leader-  some  of  Jairus'  household  came 
ship  was  administrative  not  to  report  that  the  little  girl  had 
spiritual.  This  ruler,  Jarius,  fell  at  died.  One  suggested  that  Jesus, 
Jesus'  feet  and  begged  for  foe  "foe  teacher  not  be  bothered 
life  of  his  daughter.  He  knew  any  more.  After  all,  the  oppor- 
that  Jesus  could  make  her  well.  tunity  for  healing  had  passed. 


This  would  also  serve 
as  a'  preview  of  his  res¬ 
urrection.  Jesus'  resur¬ 
rection  is  a  central  fact  of 
all  Christian  experience. 

Jesus  turned  to  Jairus 
and  told  him  not  to  be 
afraid  but  only  to 
believe.  The  one  condi¬ 
tion  of  God's  work  in  us 
m  is  that  we  trust  him! 

Faith  is  not  an  intellec¬ 
tual  fact.  It  is  trust,  dependent 
love,  and  obedience  to  God. 
This  is  an  expression  of  our 
helplessness  as  well  as  an 
expression  of  God's  power. 

How  can  any  situation  be 
hopeless  when  Jesus  says 
"don't  be  afraid,  only  believer" 
A  hope  fulfilled  (527-43). 
Most  of  the  crowd  was  sent 


that  Jesus  could  make  her  well. 

The  man  did  not  seek  foe 
help  of  a  physician.  Even  this 
ruler  saw  foe  power  of  God 
through  Jesus.  He  publically 
turned  to  him  in  his  despera¬ 
tion.  How  did  Jesus  respond? 


any  more.  After  all,  the  oppor-  away.  Jesus  only  allowed  Peter, 
tunity  for  healing  had  passed.  James,  and  John  Games'  brother) 
But  human  despair  was  to  come  and  witness  the  events. 
God's  opportunity.  Jesus  had  I'm  sure  that  many  people 
shown  himself  as  the  Lord  of  were  sad  over  this  girl's  death 
nature.  He  would  now  show  but  the  people  weeping  and 
himself  as  foe  master  of  death  wailing  were  probably  profes- 
and  foe  grave.  sional  mourners.  Tne  more 


fessed  her  belief  that  Jesus  is 
the  Son  of  God,  foe  Messiah. 

Feelings  about  death  and 
bereavement  (11:  33-35). 

Through  this  section  of  scrip¬ 
ture,  we  have  another  revelation 
of  the  tenderness  of  Jesus.  Other 
places  recorded  his  gentleness 
as  he  ministered  to  lepers,  tax 
collectors,  and  other  outcasts. 

I  believe  Jesus  was  moved  at 
foe  sorrow  of  his  close  friend, 
Mary.  Her  heart  was  broken  at 
this  point  and  Jesus  experienced 
her  hurt.  He  helped  people  to 
see  that  feeling  and  expressing 
sorrow  was  and  is  valid. 

I  don’t  believe  Jesus  had  been 
overcome  by  the  hopelessness 
that  death  often  produces.  He 
knew  he  was  about  to  restore 
Lazarus  to  life.  Some  believe  that 
Jesus  wept  because  he  knew  foe 
glory  that  Lazarus  was  experi¬ 
encing  and  would  soon  be 
recalled  from  that  glory  to  life. 

Victory  over  death  (11:  39, 
43-44).  Martha  reminds  Jesus 


prominent  a  person  or  family 
was,  foe  more  mourners  were 
hired  Mid  foe  louder  foe  wail¬ 
ing.  Such  an  influential  man  as 
Jairus  would  have  drawn  many 
such  professional  mourners. 

Jesus  entered  and  asked  those 
present  what  the  fuss  was  about, 
the  girl  is  just  sleeping.  The 
laughter  that  followed  could 
make  one  wonder  how  much 
real  grief  and  sorrow  was  pre¬ 
sent.  Because  of  their  response  of 
unbelief,  Jesus  would  not  allow 
the  crowd  to  witness  foe  miracle 
about  to  take  place.  Only  foe 
three  disciples  and  foe  child's 
parents  would  experience  foe 
power  of  Christ. 

There  were  many  laws  in 
Jesus'  time  about  ritual  defile¬ 
ment.  He  had  already  stepped 
outside  the  law  by  touching  a 
leper,  a  woman  with  a  flow  of 
blood,  and  now  a  dead  body. 

...  «  4  t  la 


i  ays  brou 
i  cleansing. 


Mark  not  only  expressed  foe 
Aramaic  command  of  Jesus, 
but  interpreted  it  in  Greek  for 


that  Lazarus  had  been  dead  for 
four  days.  This  statement  may 
also  have  been  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  mourned  with  foe 
sisters.  They  probably  knew  foe 
commonly  held  belief  that  foe 
spirit  of  foe  departed  staved 
around  foe  body  for  three  days 
in  hope  of  reentering  the  body. 

With  the  timing  dear  in  foe 
minds  of  till  the  mourners,  Jesus 
commanded  the  dead  to  come  to 
life  and  under  his  own  power  to 
come  from  foe  tomb.  Jesus  called 
in  a  loud  voice  for  foe  benefit  of 
those  watching;  he  wanted  to 
make  sure  mat  they  knew 
Lazarus  had  not  come  from  the 

Save  by  his  own  power  but  by 
e  power  of  God.  Jesus  has  foe 
victory  over  death,  even  his  own. 

Jesus  speaks  to  us.  Through 
his  action  at  the  tomb  of  nis 
friend,  Jesus  demonstrated  that 
he  is  foe  victor  over  death  and 
foe  giver  of  eternal  life. 

Simmons  is  pastor  of  Hebron 
Church,  Grenada. 


the  sake  of  foe  Gentiles.  "Little 
girl,  I  say  to  you  arise." 

Can  you  imagine  the  amaze¬ 
ment  and  joy  of  foe  onlookers 
as  foe  girl  got  up  and  walked? 
Just  as  ne  had  commanded  foe 
leper,  Jesus  told  foe  parents  to 
tell  no  one  of  this  event.  The 
people  who  laughed  and  were 
sent  out  could  draw  their  own 
conclusions  when  they  saw  the 
child  alive. 

Jesus  further  showed  his 
compassion  when  he  gave  the 
command  to  give  foe  girl 
something  to  eat.  He  had 
restored  tnis  family's  hope  for 
their  future. 

Could  you  have  situations 
that  seem  as  dark  as  foe  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  this  family?  Our 
prayers  are  not  always 
answered  in  foe  way  that  is 
expected.  But  they  are  always 
answered.  In  any  circumstance 
God  can  provide  hope,  peace, 
and  comfort.  Let  him  provide 
renewed  hope  for  your  future. 

Graham  is  Childhood  Education 
Director  at  First  Church,  Gulfport. 


Life  and  Work 

The  cleansed  leper: 
responding  to  God's  help 


Luke  17:11-19 


Jim  Burnett 


America  is  a  country  richly 
blessed  by  God  Almighty,  with 
her  amber  waves  of  grain,  fruit¬ 
ed  plains,  religious  liberties, 
democracy,  etc.  But  not  every¬ 
one  acknowledges  God's  good¬ 
ness  and  grace  even  when  these 
blessings  are  so  generously 
spilled  out  on  them. 

Today's  lesson  warns  us  not 
to  take  the  blessings  of  God  for 
granted  as  did  the  nine  lepers 
who  were  healed  in  foe  story 
before  us. 

On  the  contrary,  there 
should  be  continuous  praise 
and  thanksgiving  on  foe  lips  of 
Christians  for  foe  good  that 
God  brings  to  their  lives 


through  Jesus  Christ. 

Out  of  ten  healed  Burnett 

lepers  only  one 
returns  to  express  his  gratitude  i 
to  Christ. 

Ask  for  God's  help  (17:11- 
13).  Leprosy  was  a  senous  and 
dreaded  disease  that  manifest-  < 
ed  itself  through  a  variety  of 
skin  disorders.  It  was  not  limit¬ 
ed  to  foe  modem  limitation  of 
Hansen's  disease. 

But  as  always,  Jesus  looked 


for  business.  He  will 
gladly  come  to  your  aid. 
Do  what  God  says 

(17:14).  Interestingly,  tne 
moment  the  lepers 
responded  to  Jesus' 
instructions,  they  were 
healed.  Their  obedience 
led  to  physical  restoration. 
As  God's  children  we 
t  must  learn  to  do  what  our 
heavenly  Father  asks. 
Obedience  will  not  only  keep 
us  from  making  multiple  mis¬ 
takes,  it  will  likewise  bring 
wholeness  to  our  spiritual, 
emotional,  and  possibly  our 
physical  beings. 

Show  your  gratitude  (17:15- 
18).  Jesus  was  puzzled  by  foe 
lack  of  appreciation  these  nine 
healed  lepers,  presumably  all 


Kassed  foe  malady  and  into  foe  jews,  expressed.  But  there  was 
earts  of  these  ten  gentlemen,  one  man,  a  Samaritan,  who  was 
He  was  glad  to  relieve  them  of  deeply  grateful  to  Christ  for  his 
their  physical  pain  and  emo-  miraculous  healing, 
tional  isolation  that  accompa-  In  Jesus'  day  there  was  a 
nied  leprosy.  major  rift  between  the 

Today,  if  you  have  ailments,  Samaritans  who  were  consid- 
crises,  or  troubles,  Jesus  is  open  ered  half-breeds,  second  rate 


vill  citizens,  and  the  Jews,  foe  pure 
d.  race,  who  prided  themselves  in 
ays  being  called  God's  chosen  peo- 
foe  pie.  Yet  in  this  story,  it's  foe 
>ers  Jews  who  are  oblivious  to  God's 
»us'  grace  and  Jesus'  compassion, 
'ere  What  was  foe  difference  m 
nee  the  nine  men  and  the  one  man? 
ion.  They  each  had  foe  same  heal- 
we  ing  experience  but  responded 
our  totally  opposite. 

>ks.  I  believe  it  was  a  character 
eep  issue.  As  someone  has  said: 
nis-  "Gratitude  is  foe  sign  of  noble 
ing  souls."  Are  God's  people  today 
uaL  guilty  of  a  spirit  of  ingratitude? 
our  In  our  welfare  society  have 
we  grown  accustomed  to 
:15-  expecting  God's  blessings  wifo- 
foe  out  any  afterthought  of  thank- 
vine  ing  him  for  them? 

all  If  this  be  true,  we  too  have  a 
was  character  problem.  Let's  not 
was  forget  to  thank  our  God  for  his 
his  goodness,  mercy,  and  compas¬ 
sion  shown  to  us  daily.  For  a 
is  a  thankful  heart  is  a  heart  Jesus 
the  can  and  will  use  for  his  glory, 
sid-  Continue  in  faith  (17:19). 
rate  The  Greek  of  verse  19  seems  to 


but  also  spiritually.  The  word 
sozo  carries  the  meaning  "to 
save,  protect,  heal,  preserve, 
and  to  oe  whole." 

When  Christ  comes  into  our 
fives,  he's  not  interested  in 
making  a  few  physical  adjust¬ 
ments.  In  fact,  he  desires  to 
totally  transform  one's  fife  and 
bring  a  divine  wholeness.  And 
when  this  metamorphosis  takes 
place,  we  can  never  act  or  be 
foe  same. 

On  the  contrary,  the  old 
nature  is  dethroned  and  the 
new  nature  emerges.  Jesus 
expects  this  man  now  to  five  by 
his  new-found  faith  and  contin¬ 
ue  in  that  faith. 

He  expects  foe  same  from  us. 
Oh  yes,  we  can  run  to  foe  Lord 
in  times  of  crisis  and  he  will 
come  to  our  aid.  But  if  we 
remain  dependent  on  him  daily 
we  don't  nave  to  do  much  run¬ 
ning.  He  is  near. 

Burnett  is  pastor  of  Raymond 
Road  Church,  Jackson. 
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Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  390604)027 
(601)922-2242  cou, 


Brownie  Crawford 
mra.  kud>  joyct  nairora 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ellis  O.  Cummins 


Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Hamberlin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Junes  T  McNeely 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  V.  Whitaker 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

January  1- 
January  31, 1998 

HONORS 

l.ucilk  i. lister 
AUiiIkuii  SSC  FBC-Collins 
Mr  Turner  Brown 
Cecil  Knox  SSC  FBC- Vicksburg 
Mr.  H.  Ted  Dearman 
Employees  of  W.  G.  Yates  A  Sons 
Sylvia  Duckworth 
A  l  jt  he  an  SSC  FBC 
Mrs.  Lucille  Farris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Res.  Dale  Funderfaurg 
Mrs.  Norma  E.  Irby 
Mrs.  Bessie  B.  Hills 
Alathean  SSC  FBC-Collins 
Past  members  of  Norris 
Homemakers  Club 
Norris  Homemakers  Club  Members 
Jonathan  A  Ethan  Lester 
Ms.  Dorothy  D.  Lester 
Lloyd  McClellan 
Men’s  SSC  Crenshaw  BC 
Kirk  Taylor 
Ms.  Patricia  T.  White 
Mrs.  HazH  Vaughan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Lodena  Waggoner 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Rice  H.  Maddox 
Mary  Edith  Waggoner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rice  H.  Maddox 


Mrs.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Mr.  William  H.  Harper 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  Whittington 
Mrs.  Ellen  Williamson  Harris 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr. 


Mrs.  Mable  Me  Bay 
Mrs.  Pearl  Haver 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mrs.  Lottie  Mae  Shambiin 
Mother  of  Dorothy  Hayes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mrs.  ERa  Ree  Hayes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Noah  M.  Mills 
Oive  HazH 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  Trent  Hutcheson 

Mrs.  Louise  Hester 

Mrs.  Earlyn  M.  Mullins 
Mrs.  Ruth  Hipps 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  D.  House 


Mr.  Janue  A.  Cuming  111 
Miss  Edna  Downey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  H.  E.  Dawkins 
Vera  M  inter  Doyle 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  N.  Grantham 


Mr.  A  Mis.  Thomas  M.  Bryson 
W  iHiam  T.  (Son)  Brown 
Billy  F.  W  ilson 

Eugene  Bruce 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Fuqua  Jr. 

Lillian  Buckley 

Mr'  Mary  Hilda  Lane 


Mis.  Louie  M.  Carter 
Mr.  Warren  Dykes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Claude  Gallin 
Maknda  A  Mrs.  Ida  ThrHdkHd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lonnie  While 
Mrs.  Ann  J.  Easom 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  W.  Chapman 


Adult  4  SSC  Woodlawn  BC 

Mrs.  Bennie  Lee  Butter 

Ladies  SSC  FBC-Sledge 
Eula  Cagle  Brcazeale 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oien  S.  Broom 
William  P.  Callicoat 
Ms.  Aliene  Tatum 
Taylor  Baptist  Church 
Nicky  Hewlett 
Ms.  Kate  L.  Karr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Duke  E.  Manning 
Clarence  Campbell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Edward  Lee 
H.  H.  Reynolds 
HazH  Cardwell 
Charlotte  B.  Broome 
Terry  A  Cindy  Broome 


Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Rogers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  JetTy  T.  Johnson 
Bal  Mobley 

as*  members  of  Norris 


Mr.  Norman  Weathersbv  Jr. 

Mrs.  Lottie  Craig  Estes 
Mrs.  Sudie  Kate  French 
Mrs.  Katie  Kemp 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Young 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold  A  Family 
Carl  Eure 

Mrs.  Brownie  L  Peden 

Farrell  Faarrioth 

Mrs.  Deidre  Bishop 
Ms  Weymouth  Scfcuh 

Mr.  E.  B.  Faust 
Mrs  Ruby  C  Windham 
Dead  Members  of  Steadfast  SSC 
FBC -Chariest  uo 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Cole 
Mrs.  CkN  (Mickey )  Fenter 
Children  of  Sam  A  Inez  Beach 
Mrs.  Anna  Fkzhugh 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Craig  O.  Haskins 
Mrs.  Carl  O.  Haskins 


Norris  Homemakers  Club  Members 

Mrs.  Anna  Hooker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ervm  M.  Ray 
Dr.  Rowena  McClinton 

Charles  Hooker 
Bill  Kelly 


Lou  A  Libby  Bullock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Haughey  D  Wallace  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Edward  Myers 
F.  Devan  Carr 
FBC  - Me  Lam 
Henry  Carroll 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  G.  Branscome  Jr. 

I  .over  B.  Cat  her 
Ms  Callie  Berry 
Barron  Caulfield 

Brownie  Crawford 


Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Haughey  D  Wallace  Jr. 

Mrs.  Arlene  Hux 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Jack  D.  Berry 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  J.  Pace 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmie  F.  Baggett 
Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church  W.M.U. 

Mrs.  Peggy  Hynum 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Mooney 


MEMORIALS 


Great  Grandson  of  AdeHe  Brown 

Mrs.  Jacqueline  B.  Gaskin 
Mother  of  Patti  Thames 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Sherwood 
Thomas  Abney  A  Orville  Abney 
Providence  Baptist  Church 
Father  of  Polly  Adams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  F.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Alexis  Aimitri 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Bryson 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Mark  McGlothin 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Ham  mack 
Frank  Izrm  <  h  rest  man 
Mr.  A  Mis  W  iMi  im  Rex  Patterson 
Ruby  Clark 
R.  L.  (Root  lUrlum 
Mrs.  Mary  Claxlon 
Marilyn  M.  Joiner 
Mrs.  Perry  Claxton 
Ms„Mary  Lou  Lott 
Lewis  Clifton 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Clifton 
Mr.  Bryant  Cobb 
Mrs.  Ruby  C.  Windham 
Lela  Cockrell 

Bethany  SSC  FBC -Greenwood 

Dr.  Louie  L.  Coker 
Mrs.  Louie  L.  Coker 

Chet  Cole 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  Lester  Mulluw 
Mrs.  Ruby  Mae  Coleman 
Mrs.  Katie  Kemp 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rex  Brewer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wiley  Flanagan 
Mrs.  NHlie  (Robert)  Flanagan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rex  Brewer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wiley  Flanagan 
JohaFlyM 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  S.  Bozeman 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Foster 
Pheba  Baptist  Church 
HazH  Frasier 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ronald  Sc  Wen 
Mace  Turner 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  Danny  Frazier 
Mrs.  Am  C.  Martin 
Mrs.  Etyne  H.  Fryer 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  A.  Lamb  Jr. 

Bobby  K.  Johnson 

Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  C.  Nations 
Mr.  William  Lester  Ales 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  Tadlock 
Mr.  Bascom  Atkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mr.  Nolan  Ault  man 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Lott 
Mr.  Victor  Bailey 
Ladies  SSC  FBC-Sledge 
Mrs.  Vera  Bailey 
Ms.  Selena  Knight 


Mrs.  Gordon  Holloway 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  O’Neal  A  Children 


Mrs.  Juanita  C.  Coleman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr. 
Mr.  V.  L.  Saxon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Goff 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmie  Blount 
Mrs.  Frances  F.  Sherman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stanley  Kline 
Ruth  B.  Shftdler 
Mr.  A  Mis.  James  L.  Travis 


Mr.  James  B.  Lotlar 
Mabel  Loviza 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mrs.  Lottie  Mae  Sham  Mm 

BUKe  Lowe 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mr.  Walter  H.  Maddox 
Dr.  A  Mis.  Prentiss  G.  Cox 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  Lester  Mullins 
Mrs.  Alma  Maher 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  GofT 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  K.  Phillips 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donnie  Ray  Moffett 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  G.  Morgan 
Robert  H.  Ogden.  Sr. 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  R.  Mauriocourt 
Mrs.  Bessie  T.  Parish 
Mr.  Houston  Simpson 
KoJola  Springs  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  EJwood  R.  Bishop 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Johnny  B.  Gibson 
Aileen  Spruill 
George  D.  Slay 
Charlotte  B.  Broome 
Amanda  Slocum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kirby  C.  Smith  Sr 
Mrs.  Hugh  C.  Smith,  Sr. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Denton  Sr. 

Eileen  Smith 
James  K.  Moody 
Mrs.  Edith  Kathryn  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Willie  B.  Badon 
Mrs.  Ethel  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  L.  McFadden 
Mrs.  Susie  R.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Fuqua  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  W.  Capps  Jr. 

Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Carpenter 
Mr  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Nellie  Smyly 
Ms.  Bobbie  J.  Marshall 
Robert  Irvin  Smyly 
Billy  F.  Wilson 
Ms.  Jewell  Tumage 
Ms.  Bobbie  J  Marshall 
Mrs.  Hattie  Mae  Spears 
Rev.  A  Mrs  W  F  Evans 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  W 
Thompson 
Mrs.  Howard  Sped 
Mrs.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
Mr.  Billy  Staggs 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  T.  J.  (Elizabeth)  Staten 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  Dokms  Horton 
Miss  Fay  Parker 
Carlisle  SSC  PBCG.rmada 
Mack  Stegall 
Mrs.  Edward  J.  Mayo 
Mrs.  Mildred  Stevens 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ted  Dear 
Mr.  Jfc  Mrs.  Elliott  F.  Thomas  Sr. 
Mrs.  Maude  Ellen  Steverson 
Frank  A  Ann  Jones  A  Family 
Paul  Stowers 

Mi  A  Mrs.  Earl  W  Pittman 
Mrv  Mary  Elizabeth  Slrawn 

Mr  A  Mrv.  Harry  C.  Qumn  Jr. 


Truitt.  Julia.  Carrie  A  Cliff  Hobby 


Ms.  Elzene  P.  Bell 
Mrs.  Norma  Pace 
Mrs.  Alvin  Sansing 
Mrs.  Norma  Sansing  Pace 
Mr  A  Mrs.  E.  K.  Merritt 
Mr.  Hosea  Parker 
Ms.  Selena  Knight 
Mr.  S.  C.  Parkerson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  M.  McEiroy 
Mrs.  Audrey  Parrish 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Byars 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  F.  Stevens 
Octaaie  Perry 
Mr  A  Mrs  J.B.  Costilow 
Mrs.  George  O.  Phillips 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Mavis  Pfttmaa 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  W.  Thompson 
Virginia  J.  Platt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Andrew  L.  TruHove 
Mr.  L.  G.  Polk 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Hearn 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Barry  Lankford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  Spraberry 
Mrs.  Artie  (Virginia)  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  Drummonds 
Ms.  Oma  L.  Lupo 
June  Smith 
Mrs  Inez  Wilson 
Bobby  A  Betty  Sue  Wilson 
Winnie  Crampton 

Women's  Bible  Class.  FBC.  Hazlehurst 
Rove  Harbour 
Garland  Peters 
Fay  Peters 
OMe  R.  Martin 
The  Woods  Russum  Family 
J.  E.  Matthews.  Jr 
Herman.  S heron  A  Christopher  Coals 
Mrs.  AtabH  May 
Dr.  Rowena  McClinton 
Mrs.  Louise  Beck  May 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  i.  Peacock  Sr. 
Mrs.  Mary  Mayfield 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Holly 
Mrs.  Marie  H.  McAMister 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Garveese  Dillon 
Si  loam  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrv  Leo  Hollingsworth 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gordie  Whittington 
Mrs.  Betty  McAlpin 
Mrs.  Betty  A  Lisa  Hilton  Honor 
W  illiam  McOuskey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  E.  Morgan  Sr. 

Anise  McDaniH 
Mrs.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
DHta  M.  McDaniel 
Ivy  Lea  (Butch)  Miller 
Mr.  Roscoe  McDaniH 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmie  F.  Baggett 
Mr.  John  O.  Me  Elroy.  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  K.  Robbins 
Mr.  Wiley  McHenry 
Mr.  A  Mrv  James  R.  Blair 
Mrv  Ella  Mae  Nkknuic 
Mrs  Bal  Mobley 


Bovina  Baptist  Church 
Chris  Price 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  Earl  Brownlee  Sr 
Shelly  Quick 
Ruvsell  Ouida  J.  A  Russ 
Mr.  A.  L.  -  Andy  ”  Rainey ,  Jr. 
Ray  Crowell  Real  Estate.  Inc. 
Etta  Mae  Glass 
John  A  Claire  Nowlin 
Vicki  Conerty 
Wanda  Lundy 
Juba  Ratcliff 
Mrs.  Joyce  T.  Bameti 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  E.  Smith 
Sloe  Smith 
Mbs  Rivers  Rayburn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Jimmy  Wayne  Reedy 
Providence  Baptist  Church 


Mrs.  Kathryn  Cooper 

Claudine  Davis  A  Sue  Reynolds 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Charles  R.  Young  III 
Miss  Sue  Reynolds 
Mrs.  Irene  Loftus 
Mr.  William  G.  Reynolds 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  D  Bush 
Mrs.  Carrie  Reynolds 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  W.  Thompson 
Mrv  Elizabeth  Ihylor  Ricks 
Mrs.  Nell  G.  Taylor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mrv  JewH  Rkks 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  L.  Knight 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  L  Butler 


Mr.  k  Mis.  William  Hollingsworth 
Coley  Tayk* 

Brow  nie  Craw  lord 

Adolph  V  Tempi* 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  URiw 

DHone  Griggs  Thompson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  V  Baker 
Class  of  1954.  Wren  High  School 


Meeting  Daily  Needs  of  Children 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 


Needs  Child  Care  Workers  to  care  for  children  (Singles 
and  Couples) 


^  For  Openings  on  our  Reedy  Acres  Campus,  Water 
Valley,  and  our  Farrow  Manor  Campus,  Independence 


Call  Ed  Nixon  at  601-233-2155 


For  Openings  on  our  India  Nunnery  Campus,  Jackson  and  our 
Dickerson  Place  Campus,  Brookhaven 


No  Special  Training  Required-We.will  train 
Good  Salary 

Excellent  Medical/Retirement  Benefits 
Room  &  Board  • 


Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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Study  slated  for  BWA's  21st  century  plans 


Europe/  and  Latin  America  met  with  the  #  a  worldwide  forum  for  ideas, 

BWA  staff  directors  for  their  annual  retreat  •  a  place  "to  express  an  authentic  an< 

in  January  and  agreed  the  BWA  must  con-  global  Baptist  view  on  ideas  and,  wher 
tinue,  among  other  things,  to  be:  possible,  give  credibility  to  Baptists  whei 

•  a  catalyst  for  mission  and  evangelism;  ever  they  are  and  whatever  their  size;  anc 

•  an  advocate  for  religious  freedom  and  •  a  place  "to  entrust,  empower,  encoui 

human  rights;  age,  enable  and  help  Baptists  participate  l 

•  a  place  for  unity  and  togetherness,  col-  ministry  and  service  and  provide  fellow 

laboration  and  cooperation;  ship  that  goes  beyond  the  superficial  to 

•  a  movement  for  reconciliation;  depth  of  Christian  caring  and  commitmer 

•  a  place  to  promote  Baptist  identity;  to  each  other." 

Sierra  Leone  Baptist  leader  flees  home 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Moses  Khanu, 

General  secretary  of  the  Baptist 
Convention  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  his  fami¬ 
ly  fled  their  home  in  Lunsar  in  mid- 
February  when  soldiers  of  the  Armed 
Revolutionary  Council  (the  junta)  and 
rebels  who  support  them  turned  on  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  path  and  looted  their  houses. 

"They  lost  everything  but  their  lives," 
said  K.S.  Kamara,  president  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  in  a  call  to  the  Baptist  World  Alliance. 

The  Nigerian-led  West  African  military 
intervention  force  ECOMOG  toppled  the 

fovemment  of  junta  leader  Johnny  Paul 
Coroma  Feb.  12-13  and  captured  the  capi¬ 
tal,  Freetown. 

"However,  ECOMOG  troops  are  not  in 
j  control  everywhere  and  this  has  left  Sierra 
Leoneans  vulnerable  to  revenge  attacks  by 
fleeing  junta  troops  and  other  rebels," 

Kamara  said. 

Koroma,  who  overthrew  elected 
|  President  Ahmed  Tejan  Kabbah  last  year, 
has  escaped,  and  while  many  rebel  fight¬ 
ers  and  junta  soldiers  were  disarmed  by 
;  ECOMOG  troops,  many  others  were  able 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Denton  Lotz, 
general  secretary  of  die  Baptist  World 
Alliance  (BWA),  asked  Baptist  leaders  to 
recommend  their  "brightest  and  best"  for 
an  ad  hoc  committee  on  BWA's  direction  at 
the  start  of  the  21st  century. 

Lotz  spoke  during  the  BWA  executive 
committee  meeting,  March  2-5  in 
Washington.  As  he  looked  around  the 
room  of  Baptist  leaders  from  every  conti¬ 
nent,  Lotz  voiced  a  measure  of  satisfaction 
with  the  international  makeup  he  saw  but 
said  he  still  believes  the  BWA  must  become 
more  representative  of  the  world. 

"From  an  all-white  men's  club,  we  have 
become  more  international  and  reflect  that," 
Lotz  said  to  the  executive  committee,  "but 
the  BWA  must  become  more  than  an  extend¬ 
ed  NATO  alliance.  We  must  truly  be  interna¬ 
tional  and  find  ways  of  engaging  leaders 
from  all  six  continents  in  the  deliberations  as 
to  the  future  mission  of  the  church  and  the 
BWA's  role  in  fulfilling  that  mission." 

Whatever  structural  changes  the  BWA 
goes  through,  its  role  as  "a  catalyst  for 
change"  in  Baptist  life  will  stay  the  same, 
Lotz  stated. 

In  an  editorial  in  BWA  News,  the 
monthly  newsletter  sent  to  191  member 
bodies  —  which  Lotz  said  received  "wide¬ 
spread  reaction"  —  the  BWA  leader  called 
for,  among  various  areas  of  exploration,  a: 
radical  reformation;  re-examination  of 
where  the  Baptist  movement  is  heading; 
new  look  at  denominational  structures; 
concern  for  new  leadership;  search  for 
unity  beyond  theological  divisions;  and 
recommitment  to  the  spiritual  dimension 
of  life  that  leaders  will  need  if  they  are 
indeed  to  lead  in  the  next  century. 

Lotz  reported  leaders  of  BWA  regional 
work  in  Africa,  Asia,  the  Caribbean, 
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to  run  away  with  their  arms  and  go  back 
to  the  bush. 

The  fighters  went  to  the  mission  com¬ 
pound  of  the  convention,  "entered  all  the 
houses,  took  away  the  furniture  and  stole 
their  cars,"  Kamara  said. 

The  Khanu  family  had  to  walk  20  miles 
to  another  small  town  for  refuge.  As  of  Feb. 
20,  Kamara  said,  Khanu's  two  sons  were 
reported  to  be  in  another  village  and  he 
was  hoping  to  be  reunited  with  them  soon. 

"It  seems  as  if  almost  all  the  people  from 
these  smaller  towns  where  there  are  no 
ECOMOG  troops  are  scattered  and  have 
run  away  into  the  bush  or  are  trying  to 
cross  the  Borders  of  Guinea,"  Kamara  said. 

Mostly  civilians  were  killed  during  the 
fighting  that  saw  ECOMOG  take  control 
otthe  military,  but  Freetown  is  now  quiet. 

No  Southern  Baptist  International 
Mission  Board  missionaries  currently  are 
stationed  in  the  country. 

Kamara  asked  Baptist  World  Aid 
(BWAid)  for  more  help,  especially  for 
food.  Already  BWAid  has  sent  $15,000  to 
Sierra  Leone  Baptists  to  help  with  food. 
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Clue:  Z=V 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughput  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Romans  Ten  Nine. 


BWA  executive  committee  hears  meeting  plans 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  18th  Baptist  World  across  Australia,  said  Douglas  March  BWA  executive  commit- 
Plans  for  three  key  Baptist  World  Congress  will  help  usher  in  the  Inglis,  BWA  Congress  director.  tee's  meeting  included: 

Alliance  (BWA)  meetings  were  new  millenium,  Jan.  5-9,  2000,  Speakers  currently  are  being 

presented  to  the  BWA  executive  in  Melbourne,  Australia,  with  confirmed  to  challenge  the  ■  Mercy  Jeyaraja  Rao,  presi- 

committee  during  its  March  2-5  the  theme,  "Jesus  Christ  global  Baptist  community  in  dent  of  the  BWA  women  s 

the  areas  of  evangelism,  wor-  department,  announced  the 
Baptist  ship,  social  action,  and  radical  group  is  beginning  its  search 

discipleship.  Worship  experi-  process  for  a  new  executive 
ences  will  include  drama,  director, 
choirs  and  musicians  from 

around  the  world.  ■  Harold  C.  Bennett,  former 

Special  sessions,  including  a  president  of  the  Southern 
track  for  pastors,  will  encom-  Baptist  Convention  Executive 
»  a  wide  variety  of  topics  to  Committee  and  chair  of  the 

_  nurture  both  personal  and  BWA  constitution  and  bylaw 

King,  wife  of  church  growth,  as  well  as  review  committee,  reported 
■_  m  ,--j~  hands-on  missions  experiences  current  leaders  of  the  men's 
i  Luther  King  Jr.,  in  the  Melbourne  area.  and  women's  departments 

A  multiethnic  outdoor  rally  have  been  invited  to  iheet  with 
will  be  led  by  BWA  President  both  the  constitution  and  per- 
Nilson  Fanini  of  Brazil,  along  sonnel  committees  to  review 
with  an  indoor  evangelistic  structures  and  other  matters. 

I 

to  proclaim  the  gospel  through-  ■  Paul  Montacute,  director 
out  the  world.  of  Baptist  World  Aid,  reported 

Information  on  the  congress  $4.5  million  in  aid  was  aistrib- 
is  available  from  the  Baptist  uted  around  the  world  in  1997 
World  Alliance,  6733  Curran  through  BWA  channels, 
the  theme,  "Now  Street,  McLean,  VA  22101-6005; 

>  Tune!"  phone,  (703)  790-8980;  fax,  (703)  ■  Inglis,  who  also  is  BWA's 

e  BWA  Con-  §93-5160;  e-mail:  Congress  director  of  promotion  and 
in  Melbourne's  ©bwanet.org.  development,  reported  that 

Exhibition  Cen-  Lotz  also  announced  that  a  part  of  BWA's  strategy  to 
alongside  the  member  of  South  Africa's  Truth  ensure  its  future  will  be  the 
and  Reconciliation  Commis-  establishment  of  a  foundation 
sion  has  been  invited  to  speak  of  at  least  $10  million.  This  will 
to  the  BWA  Human  Rights  give  the  BWA,  which  currently 
Commission  when  the  BWA  operates  on  a  budget  of  a  little 
general  council  meets  in  more  than  $5.5  million,  another 
Durban,  South  Africa,  in  July.  $1  million  with  which  to  do  its 
In  other  reports  during  the  worldwide  ministries. 


International  Sum-mit 
on  Racism  and  Ethnic 
Conflict  is  planned  for 
Jan.  8-11,  1999,  at  the 
Ebenezer  Baptist 
Church,  At-lanta. 

Evangelist 


Celebrating  ministry 


Evangelist  Billy  pass 
Graham  and  Coretta 
Scott  1 

slain  civil  rights  leader 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
are  being  invited  to 
serve  as  honorary  co- 
chairs  of  the  summit, 
said  Denton  Lotz, 

BWA  general  secretary,  meeting  to  fuel  Baptist  efforts 

The  13th  Baptist  *  v  ^ - 1  - *- 

Youth  Conference,  also 
held  every  five  years, 
will  be  July  22-26  of 
this  year  in  Houston, 

•  -  1  .1  T 


ed  during  25th  anniversary  festivities  held  in  ]i 
in  India.  Jerry  Rankin  (second  from  left), 
international  Mission  Board,  and  his  wife  Bol 
accordance  with  an  Indian  custom.  The  Silver 
ication  of  new  housing  for  male  students  and ! 
offered  to  the  community  at  greatly  reduced  p 


an  opportunity  for  fel¬ 
lowship  among 
Baptists  from  more 
than  200  countries,  as 
well  as  with  brothers 
and  sisters  from 


ideot  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
(right)  helped  plant  the  trees  in 
*  celebration  included  the  ded- 
ind  a  program  of  health  services 


photo  by  Warren  Johnson) 


March  19, 1998 


The  Baptist  Record 


